The Development of an Ocean Air-liner
any fresh wind. It was reasonably smooth in the
air, and in view of the slow speed while we were fly-
ing towards George Washington Bridge, a disturbing
thought flashed through my head. What if our
measurements were incorrect and the ship was not as
fast as we expected? Without mentioning this to any*
one, I watched the time myself, ready to transform
quickly on my slide rule the minutes and seconds of
the first leg of the course into miles per hour. Finally,
we reached and turned round the New Jersey pylon
of the George Washington Bridge. It was a beautiful
sight, but, contrary to my custom, I did not pay much
attention at this time to the scenery, I was busy with
my slide rule and a piece of paper. The speed was
not good; however, after the turn I immediately
realized that we had had a strong head wind because
the speed over the ground obviously became much
greater, with a pronounced side drift. After the
Staten Island turn it became a strong tail wind, and
the speed again increased. After passing the Fire
Island lighthouse I could check the average speed,
which now appeared entirely satisfactory, and so all
my worries were over.
The long, nearly straight line from Staten Island
to Block Island, beyond the end of Long Island, was
covered in slightly more than three quarters of an hour,
at a speed which at times exceeded *oo miles an hour.
The rest of the flight from Point Judith to Stratford
was again considerably slowed down because of tjbe
head wind, but the average speed akmg the whole
course was entirely satisfactory, well in line with our
expectations*
Finally, everything was ready for the attempt to